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 How can you help?  

• Ask your child about their learning in school.           
• Ensure your child has their PE kit every Friday and swimming kit every Wednesday 
• Be aware of what your child is accessing online.  

 

Science  
We will be studying forces – looking at gravity, air resistance and water 
resistance. We will be investigating the affect air resistance has on 
different objects. 

   

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

French  
We will be reading, listening, writing and speaking French. We will 
consolidate our learning from year 4 and be learning numbers beyond 
100 and family and friends 

PE    
Orienteering – using their map and orientation skills to solve challenges 
around the school grounds.  
Swimming – perfecting a range of different strokes and the aim is to be 
able to swim a length unaided.   

RE   
We will be looking at God – what and who we perceive God to be, His 
impact on us as people and how He is depicted in images and different 
texts and passages in the Bible.  

PSHE  
Our work this half term will focus on ‘Being Me’. We will look at what 
makes us special, what our talents are and how we can be kind to 
ourselves to achieve our potential.  
  

Art  
Typography and maps – Access Art  
That when designers work with fonts and layout it is called 
Typography. 
That we can use the way words look to help us communicate ideas and 
emotions. 
That we can create our own typography and combine it with other 
visual elements to make artwork about chosen themes. 

Music     

We will be looking at the style of Rock. We will be using the 1980’s song 
‘Living on a Prayer’ by Jon Bon Jovi to practise our singing, listening and 
composing skills.  
 

Geography  
We will be studying Rivers – we will look at the different stages of a 
river from its source to the mouth and the different characteristics 
associated with the different stages. We will also look at significant 
rivers of the world such as the Nile, Thames and Calder.  

ICT   
Computing Systems and networks. We will develop our understanding 
of how information is transferred between systems and devices.  



Rivers - Year 5  
What should I already know?  

Key Vocabulary  

  

Rivers, streams  

 
  

bank  The riverbank is the land at the side of the 
river.  

Lakes  

basin  This is the land water must flow across to 
reach the river.  

Seas and oceans  

bed  The bottom of the river, can be made of 
sand, rock or mud.  

Rain falls and flows into 
rivers, streams and oceans.  

canal  A man-made waterway to transport goods.  
confluence  Where two rivers meet.  Key Events/Timeline  

current  The strength and speed of a river.  

  

delta  A wide muddy/sandy area where a river 
meets the sea.  

downstream  The direction the water flows – downhill 
towards the sea.  

erosion  The water wears away the riverbank.  

estuary  Where a river meets the ocean and the river 
and ocean mix. Wide and flat.  Sticky Knowledge  

The start of a river is the source and the end is the mouth. 
Rivers carry rainwater from hills downhill to other rivers, 
lakes or the ocean.  

Floodplain  The area around a river that gets flooded.  

 
  

watershed  The boundary between 2 river basins.  Our local river is the River Calder, its source is in the 
Pennine Hills.  Fresh water  Rainwater that flows into the river, no salt.  

meanders  
  

A river that flows a winding course.  The smaller rivers and streams are called tributaries.  

mouth  The end of a river, where it flows into the 
sea or lake.  

A fast flowing river will carry soil and dirt from its banks and 
bed downstream and drop them when it gets wider and 
slows down.  silt  Small bits of sand or dirt.  

source  The start of a river usually on a hillside or 
lake.  

When there is too much water in a river it floods and covers 
the area around it (flood plain).  

Tidal river  Where the river reaches the sea, the tide 
flows into the river. This part of the river is 
tidal.  

Towns often grow up where there are bridges or safe places 
to walk across.  

Significant rivers of the world  
Nile                           Mississippi 
Amazon                      Severn 
Thames  
Calder  

tributaries  Smaller stream or river that joins a larger 
river.  

The longest river in the world is the Nile in Africa. It is 4,130 
miles long.  
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